Top 8 Classic Sailing Yachts That Will Dazzle You

The yachts have always been the very peak of the sailing industry, finely crafted masterpieces that show off the mastery of the artisan and the wealth of the owner. In this top we mention the most beautiful sailboats created by the world’s best engineers in the past century that are still sailing the ocean nowadays. Let’s get straight to the list.
The famous Moonbeam of Fife III that starts our list is the manifestation of the classis yacht building trade. Its construction was finished back in 1903 and it still packs quite a punch when it comes down to the regatta events. Being over a century old doesn’t make it any worse than the modern contestants. William Fife, the creator of this masterpiece used oak wood for the hull and exterior; the inside of the vessel is built in rich mahogany. If you are a fan of Fife’s creation, the Moonbeam is currently on sale.
Another masterpiece among beautiful yacths created by the artisan we mentioned above, the Tuiga originates from Scottish shipyards. Built as a project for a Spanish noble family at the very beginning of the 20th century, it has changed 10 owners in its rather long history. Nowadays it still participates in competitions and events and is the flagship of Monaco Yacht Club.
The next yacht on the list is a 42 meter long Mariette that set sail for the first time in 1915. Constructed in the United States of America, the vessel is still in its prime and capable of taking the first places in competitions – a fact that it has proven more than once over its lifespan with the most recent achievements dating back to 2012. It is worth attention that the boat was refitted several times over the last decade – no critical changes to the structure were incurred, but some modifications and renovations took place.
Mariette is followed by Creole, also known as the Vira and the Magic Circle. This vessel has an extremely diverse story, at least for classic sailing yachts. It was built for a wealthy US magnate in 1927, then was used as a dedicated minesweeper in 1941-1945 and later on served for sailing training by the Danish government. Given its extensive use, it still took part in regattas and attended a number of events. In 1983 the ownership was transferred to the Gucci family that hasn’t changed ever since.

Proceeding with the younger contestants, let us take a look at the Endeavour, probably the best known J Class yacht in the world. It first shined as the British entry in America’s Cup back in 1934 – the year it was comissioned. Despite it didn’t manage to take the first place, its success was an event that shook the community.

The vessel was built with the most cutting edge technology that was available in the 1930s. With deep expertise in aviation tech and modern materials melding together in this ambitious project, the Endeavour was a masterpiece built way ahead of its time.

The ship quickly became the icon of the British fleet, conquering a number of prizes and the hearts of the sailing enthusiasts and professionals in its very first season. Yet the fate of the Endeavour is far from miraculous; it was nearly demolished for scrap metal in 1947, being saved only hours before the breakdown was scheduled. In 1984 it returned to the its status as a luxury yacht thanks to Elizabeth Meyer who bought the ship after half a century of oblivion. Today the Endeavour is for sale.

Our top of most beautiful yachts is continued by a ship that basically built to win. This was exactly what the commissioner wanted. Developed by the famous yacht engineer Hereshoff, Elena boasted a number of improvements compared to the usual yacht design of that time. With a lowered center of mass it could alter the course a lot faster than its competitors. The ship won a number of races against the very best of the US yacht elite and built a solid reputation. It underwent minor redesign in 2009 – it was not a modernization, but a completion of the original scheme set in the blueprints of Nathanael Herreshoff.
The Black Swan that you may heard of as the Changrilla or the Brynhild is an artifact of the 19th century. Comissioned and constructed in 1899, it triumphed in a number of regattas, with King’s Cup being the most prominent victory. As years went on, the ship was subject to a number of changes and reconfigurations with an extensive renovation session in Italy.

Our last (but by no means least) entry, we will mention the Mariquita. The ship that made its first appearance in 1911 became an inspiration for a whole line of J Class yachts. Its days of glory lasted from 1911 to 1913 and it still remains active today. But by 1950s it was the last participant in its class and thus required a redesign. The renovation happened twice – in 1991 and 2004. Being a star and the only of its kind, Mariquita is for sale today.
